N REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

The Director of the National Park Service

Ronald H. Walker

is pleased to inform you that the historic property listed on the

enclosed sheet has peen nominated by the State Historic Preservation

Officer responsible for your State's implementation of the National

Historic Preservation Act of 1966, P.L. 89-665 (80 Stat. 915), as

amended.

T+ has accordingly been entered in the National Register

of Historic Places. A leaflet explaining the National Register 1is

enclosed for your information and convenience.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Tvpe all entries -

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR -
MATIONAL PARK SERVICE  ARTIZONA

STATE:

Lv

COUNTY:

PIMA

FOR NP5 USE ONLY'

EMTRY DATE

complete applicable sections)

CoMMON:

AND/DR HISTSRIC:

E
5 VELASCO HOUSE
1
i

{2, LOCATION
| 3TREST AND NUMBEIR:
1 &71-413—477 S, Stonﬂ and 522 S. Russell
',CIT‘.‘ oR TOWN . . COMGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
! Tucson 2
FREATE copE |COUNTY: cope
{ Arizona - 04 Pima 019
i3. CLASSIFICATION: i 7 R AR it
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
STATUS
{Check One) OWNERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
{j Distriet X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: [[] Occupied = Yes:
'l"_._."‘ Site 1 Structure 7] Private [J In Process ] Unoceupied 5] Reshrizied
7 Object | Both O Being Considersd O] Preservotion work (] Moreshigied
in progress 0 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

] Agricultural

| Commercial

[} Government
[} Industrial
[ Military

[0 Museum

? Educetional

™1 Entertainment

[] Pork
[} Private Residence

] Religious

[J Tronsportation

[O) Other (Specify)
Not lised

] Comments

O Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY -

o

CHNZR'S NAME:

.
Ni

and Wm. Cobb

-k
STREET AND NUMBER:
(88

. L. Dillon, Jeff Brown,

ypress Garden Apts. 3737 E. 5th Street .

CITY SR TONN:

Tucson

STATE:

CODF
.

TUOZ Ay

i

{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Arizona

.JL¥1lS

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Pima County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

| 115 N. Church Street

EWT d

ICITY ©R TOwWN:

CODE

0%

PALMNOD

I

9

SENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS

DT SURVEY:

OF SURVEY:

12-8-71

TLE
Arizona State Inventory of Historic Places

[] Federal

[ State [ County

[ Local

TORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Arizona State Parks

STREET AND NUM3ER:

1638 Vest Adams

CILTY OR TOW™MN:

Phoenix

STATE:

Arizona
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DESCRIPTION

The original part of the building known as the Velasco House was
apparently coastructed some time in the 1850's accordine to treg
ring s L aghal rsity of Arizona. They have dated
the ceifin h believe were added later to the
'maiq_;oggé and entry hél_, robably around 1879 or 1880. Tha
| TepoBEyOL the Tree Ring Lab@gatory is attached,
The house was built in the manner typical of construction in
Scnora and in Southern Arizona-during the territorial period,..
That is with a central zagudn or entry hall and rooms radiating

{Check One)
A 7} Excellent ] Good fz] Fair [(] Deteriarated [T} Ruins [[] Unexposed
e (Check One) (Check One)
' 1 Alterad & Uneltered [J Moved 1] Original Site

SCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

o
m

rom a-central courtyard. Originally the house was an I, Shape
ith two rooms and zaguan facing on Stone Avenue, The "L'. pro-
jected to the east toward Russell Street, Eventually, six
xdditional rooms were attached to the main structure creating a
U-shaped building, but the date of the additions is not known,

A separate building facing on Russell Street once served as
residence for the Velasco familv while the building facing

Stone housed the print shop and offices. _

All of the structures are of adobe construction. The crizinal
part of the "house" has ceilings of 14' to 15' high with beanms
of Douglas fir primarily, scme of Ponderosa Pine, while the
beams above the doors are of hand cut mesquite. The ceiling-
construction is of saguaro ribs, grass and 18-24 inches of adobe
above, Each of the original rooms, excluding zaguan, had a
fireplace., The addition had two fireplaces but one is now close

The house is in fair condition now and has had a chainlink
fence constructed around it by the City of Tucson to help pre-
vent vandalism, However, since the building is standing vacant,
deterioration is taking place. The owners appreciate the
historic value of the house and wish to preserve it to the best
of their ability. '
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INSTRUCTI!1ONS

5 & E

,3 - 5l

GNIFICANCE 7 i

szric3 [Check One or More as Appropriate)}

7 Pre-Columbian} ] 16th Century ] 13th Century . [] 20th Century
15th Century [} 17th Century Bg 19th Century

—

srccimic DATELS) (If Applicadle and Known) 1878

1 2E45 OF SIGNIFICANCE {Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abeoriginal 1 Education ] Political [ ‘Wrbon'Planning .
1 Prehistoric ] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- ] Othes (Sprcl.f}').
™} Historic 1 !ndustry i los,_dip‘hy

5 Agriculrure [ Invention ] Sc?enl_:le d

T=% Architecture ] Loandscape [} Sculpture

1 Art Architecture ] Social/Humon-

] Commerce [T} Literature itarian

g__'—i Communications C! Military D Theater

1 Cor,s:rvat}on‘ 1 Music [C] Transportation

e P

%]
i
|
]

I

ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

he Velasco House derives its significance from sesveral

s. DPhysically, it is an excellent example of the

nal architecture of the 19th century. Hlstorlca‘ly, iE

of the few remaining houses in Arizona associatesd

rominent Mexican-Americans of the territorial period,

ition, the Vealasco houses was the home of one of Arizena's

Spanlsh*lanouaoo newspaper, El Fronterizo, which was

ished continuously until Velasco's death in 1914,

os Ygnacio Velasco (1837-1914) was a native of

illo, Sonora and the son of prominent citizer

ate. In his home state Velasco had studied

ne time been a judge and a member of the 1

ora, but his first career after coming to Ar
h
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tﬁat of merchant. In 1878 Velasco sold
n his publlsnlng career with the weekly E Fronterizon
which he purchased for this wventure and installed
lasco house was the same press which had printed
first newspaper in 1859.
rizo had a wide circulation in Sonora as well a
na. 1In 1889 Velasco branched out with a new p
0 de1 Fronterizo, published in Phoenik partly
n and partly in Nnvllsn, After 1897 El Fronterizo
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o bilingual. From 1897 to 1839, while Velasco was
nership with Tucson Mayor Ben Heney, the paper was
, but after the partnership was cissolved, Velasco
d to the more profitable weekly edition.
o was well-known in Arizona and active in civic affairs,
% he founded a highly successful fraternal insurance
y, the Alianza Hispano-Americana. He was a frxiend of
cio Diaz and served for a time as Mexican Consul.
use was owned by the Velasco family from 1878, when it

s urcnased from R. Woffendea, until 1963. The present
owners would like to restore the original building,
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‘- MAICR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Bourke, John G. On the Border with Crock, 2nd ed.

N Y

il L o»

Lutrell, Estelle.

4

Scribners, 1902 (1891)
Newspapers & Periodicals of Ariz.

1859-1911 1.

of A. Press 1949
Las Cronicas de la Alianza Hispano-

[15. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROBPERTY

D DEFIMING The LEnTEIR POINI OF A PrOPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'IDE COORDINATES

OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degre=s Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds De=grees Minutes Seconds
NW ] f - o ’ " o ’ - o . -
NE o » & . o s "
SE o . L R S S -
W ) o ’ o . . -
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: },s
jLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN TY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: COoDE COUNTY: cCoDEs
N
STATE CCDE COUNTY: CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

S
——
i

11 FORM PREPARED BY : -

MAME AMD TITLE:

Dorothy H. Hall - Historic Sites Preservaktion Qfficer

ORGANIZATION

Arizona State Parks Board

DATE

1-7-74

STREZET AND NUM3ER:

15688 i, Adams Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix

|sTtaTE

CODE

Arizena, 85007 04

[12.- STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION <7

77 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION = = -

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
ticnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
39-563), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the Naticnal Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National 2} State [} I._.or.'al i1
Name
< Title
Date )= F=)7

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Cute

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Late

4t U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973=729-147/1442 3-

-
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m 10-201 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NAﬂONALREGBTERDF!ﬂSTDRHZFLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

S5TATE

Az

COUNTY

Pina
FOR NP5 USE ONLY

I

ENTRY NUMBER DATE
—

COMMON: Velasco Housa

AMND/fOR HISTORIC:

&

S LOCATION

STREET AND NMUM BER:

E

MAP REFERENCE

lsource:

-~

USGS Tucson Quzd, 7.5 minute series

472-h75-477 3. Stones Ave and 5§22 3. Ausse11 Sk,

CITY OR TOWN:
Tucson

STATE cope |counTy: cope
Az Ol Pisiz

SCaLE: 1:24000
CaTe: 195?
4. REQUIREMENTS =

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundories where required,
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longituds referance.
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Form No. 18-201a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: Lo
17/72) NATICNAL PARK SERVICE
- COUNTY .,
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Pima
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
- . ENTR ER
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photodraph) i el
= [k b
o lcommon: Velasco House
St i.aw DfOR HISTORIC:
— 2. LOCATION
U STRASEZT AND NUMBER:
471-475-477 S. Stene Ave and 522 3. R 1 St.
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Tucson
- ETATE copE |COUNTY: coDpE
o Az oL Pima 017
=
it}
Ly |
L, i IDENTIFICATION

SESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Lookingz east across 3. Stone Ave.

>

¢ US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-152/1446 -1
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NOMINATION FORM
ARIZONA STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC SITES

1. NATURE AND NAMES OF PLACE

Velasco House - The printing shop and office of "El
Fronterizo' published by Carlos Y. Velasco.

2. LOCATION
471-475-477 S. Stone (one building)
522 S. Russell (one building, same lot, rear)
Tucson, Pima County

3. ENDANGERED

4. SIGNIFICANCE 5. INTEGRITY 6. CONDITION
X History __All Original _XSound
___ Archaeology _XChanges Minor __Restorable
Architecture __Much Altered __Ruinous
X Culture __Moved or Re- __Site Omnly
constructed

7. HISTORY OR JUSTIFICATION
Home and print shop of Carlos Y. Velasco, born in Mexico in
1834, Velasco arrived in Tucson in 1862 and first opened a
general merchandise store. Later, in 1878, he founded and
published the first Spanish language newspaper in Arizona;
printed on the press which had also printed the first news-
paper in Arizona. The building facing on Stone Ave. housed
the print shop and offices while the building on Russell St.
served as residence. Mr. Velasco also founded Alianza
Hispano Americana, a fraternal insurance society, and was
generally active in civic affairs. "El Fronterizo', the
newspaper, was continuously published until Velasco's death
in 1914. The houses were probably built in the late 1860's
or early 1870's and were owned by the Velasco family from
1878 until 1963.

8. Photo 9. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION FEATURES SIZE
The houses are of adobe construction.
The house on S. Stone is "U" shaped and

Attach the ceilings in the main rooms are 14-15
feet high, made of Douglas Fir and Ponder

Recent osa Pine with Saguaro ribs, grass and
18-24 inches of adobe above. There are

Photo four fireplaces in the main house. The

beams in the front main room above the
Here doors are of hand cut mesquite.



10.

11.

13.

15

PRESENT AND POTENTIAL USES

Presently unoccupied. Owners desire to restore, under
professional supervision.

OWNERS 12. ACCESS CONTROLLED BY

. R. Woffenden, early 1870's
Original:pought by Beatriz and Carlfdme:

Velasco in 1878.
Present: Phone:

Wm. L. Dillon, Jeff Brown
Address: and Wm. Cobb Address:

Cypress Garden Apts., 3737

E. 5th St., Tucson

INVENTORIED BY 14, SOURCES CONSULTED

County Recorders Office
Organj_zation: Az Historical Society files
Arizona Historical Society Thomas H. Naylor and Barney T
Person: Burns of the Tree Ring Resear:
Sidney B. Brinckerhoff Lab, U of A
Phone: Mr. A. Carrillo, grandson of
622-2338 Carlos Velasco
Address:

949 E. 2nd St., Tucson

Date Surveyed: 12-8-71

REMARKS

This is one of the few houses remaining in Arizona of early
prominent Mexican-American citizens. Architecturally, it
reflects, in good condition, the features of the Sonoran-
Arizona territorial architecture, remains of which are
rapidly vanishing.

Arizona State Parks Historic Preservation
12-15-69
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3. ENDANGERED
4. SIGNIFICANCE 5. INTEGRITY . .. 6. CONDITION
lﬁﬁistory __All Original -/ Sound
__Archaeology _Changes Minor '~ ___Restorable
__Architecture __Much Altered __Ruinous
ulture __Moved or Re- '~ _Site Only
constructed

7. HISTORY OR JUSTIFICATION
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PRESENT AND POTENTIAL USES
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