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ais form is for use in documenting multiple prcpenir groups relating to one or several historic conlexis. See instructions in Guidelines for
ompleting National Register Ferms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "'x" in the appropriate box or by entering
e requested informaiion. For additional space use continuation sheets (Form 10-200-a). Type all entries.

.. Name of Multiple Property Listing

Vehicular Briages in Arizona q
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.. Associated Historic Contexts 3 pf 2Y
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Vehicular Transportation in Arizona, 1883-1940

:. Geographical Data

The Staie of Arizona

C] See continuation sheet
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E. Statement of Historic Contexts

Discuss each historic context listed in Section B.

Bridges, as integral elements of a developing transportation network, have
played a pivotal part in the spanning of America. Generally the most
sophisticated components of any overland transportation system, from the early
primitive territorial roads to transcontinental highways, they are also the
most prominent. Bridges serve not only as gauges of technological advancement
in design and construction, but as singular indicators of the tenets, values

- and ambitions of the people who erected them. This is particularly true for
Arizona, a state in which overland transportation forms a central historical
theme. From the earliest wooden spans on the territorial toll roads to the
later steel trusses and concrete arches, bridges have facilitated - and in some
instances, created - settlement across the state.

Whether spanning rivers, creeks, draws, arroyos or canyons, bridges have
functioned similarly since the first log was thrown across a stream, with dif-
ferences only in dimensions and capacity. Beyond this, however, the idea soon
unravels, as a variety of forms to achieve that function has sprung up through
centuries of empirical usage. Bridge types are generally classified by material
stone, timber, concrete, iron/steel. The inherent strengths and weaknesses of
each tends to dictate its form and usage, as does availability of materials.

By the time the country was undergoing initial settlement, most of the princi-
pal bridge types and materials had been used or at least experimented with.
What remained over the last two centuries has been a process of refinement - a
vast refinement to be sure - revolving principally around the introduction and
proliferation of structural metals and concrete as building materials.

As recent as America is in terms of bridge development, Arizona is younger
still. In the 1840s, when most of the major trusses were invented, Arizona was
not even under United States control. When the rest of the country was experi-
encing what was probably the greatest period ot roadway bridge construction in
the 1880s and 18390s, Arizona was not a member of the union.” When Daniel Luten

- patented his arch in 1900, Arizona Territory had built only a handful of
permanent crossings. And by the time Arizona was admitted as a state in 1912,
frankly little was left to develop in bridge technology. Despite this, a number
of outstanding bridges have been constructed on Arizona’s roads and highways.
Fortunately, most of the best of them have survived.

Between 1848, when the Arizona territory was acquired from Mexico by the
treaty of Guadalupe, to the Federal Organic Act of February 24, 1863, which
designated the Territory after its separation from New Mexico, Arizona was
crossed by only two main overiand routes. Both traversed the state east-west.
Known as the Gila Trail because it largely paralleled the Gila River, the
southern route was popular for those rushing to California for gold. The
northern route, known as Beale’s Road, was used almost entirely by hunters and
trappers and the military traveling to California. Other secondary routes - no
more than trails, really - developed intermittently by usage, with maintenance,
such as it was, performed by users as needed.

After formation in 1863, the Arizona Territorial Assembly immediately
recognized the need for transportation routes to connect the widely scattered
settiements and foster economic growth. Money for road construction was scarce,
however. In 1864, the First Territorial Assembly did what government bodies
have traditionally done when short of funds themselves: it authorized others
to build roads. Privately held toll companies were given the authority and
exclusive right to build and administer toll roads and collect fees based upon

. predetermined schedules. To raise capital for construction, they were allowed
to issue stock, and io protect their sometimes considerable investments, the

ESee continuation sheet



